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I, Philip Hirschkop, hereby declare and say: 

1. I am an attorney admitted to practice law in Virginia. Throughout my career, I have 

practiced in numerous courts in other jurisdictions, including the United States Supreme Court. 

I have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this declaration.  

2. I have represented People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, Inc. (“PeTA”) for 

close to forty (40) years. I am lead counsel and counsel of record for Plaintiff, in People for the 

Ethical Treatment of Animals, Inc. v. Heidi Meinzer, et al., Fairfax County Virginia Case No. Civil 

2018-01234 (the “Virginia action”).  

3. I have taken several depositions and reviewed thousands of documents received in 

discovery in the Virginia action, including evidence that places Nathan Winograd (“Winograd”) at 

the center of an ongoing conspiracy with the named defendants and others to harm PeTA. For 

instance, many deponents named Winograd as the source or confirmation of demonstrably false 

allegations they had made about PeTA to authorities and the public in an effort to end PeTA’s 

open-admissions animal sheltering activities.  

4. I deposed Winograd on November 30, 2018. Pursuant to the subpoenas issued in this 

matter, Winograd testified in his individual capacity and as a designated representative of No Kill 

Advocacy Center (“NKAC”). During this deposition, I asked Winograd about several documents 

received in discovery in the Virginia action that evidence the conspiracy to end PeTA’s operations 

providing open-admission animal sheltering activities.  

5. One example is an e-mail sent by Debra Griggs to Winograd, Robin Starr, and Heidi 

Meinzer on May 5, 2013, which was marked as deposition Exhibit 8. A true and correct copy of this 

e-mail is attached to this Declaration as Exhibit A. In this e-mail, Griggs suggests scheduling a 

conference call “to discuss next steps in our efforts to remove shelter status for PETA.”  

6. Another example is an e-mail sent from Winograd on December 17, 2014, to Robin 

Starr and Debra Griggs, two of his co-conspirators, which was marked as deposition Exhibit 14. A  

 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28  3 RECYCLED PAPER 

HIRSCHKOP DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF PETA’S REPLY TO RESPONDENTS’ OPPOSITION TO 
PETA’S MOTION TO COMPEL RESPONDENTS TO ANSWER DEPOSITION QUESTIONS 

AND FOR AWARD OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND COSTS 
 

 

true and correct copy of this e-mail is attached to this Declaration as Exhibit B. In this e-mail, 

Winograd states that he would “like to continue to pursue all avenues to shutting PETA down” and 

he references various avenues previously explored. 

7. Another example is an e-mail sent from Winograd on December 18, 2014, to Robin 

Starr and Debra Griggs, which was marked as deposition Exhibit 15. A true and correct copy of this 

e-mail is attached to this Declaration as Exhibit C. In this e-mail, Winograd proposes legislative 

“language we came up with for the working group” and urges his co-conspirators: “Please do not 

allow momentum to be lost.” 

8. Another example is an e-mail sent from Winograd on January 9, 2015, to Debra 

Griggs and Jean Linman, which was marked as deposition Exhibit 17. A true and correct copy of this 

e-mail is attached to this Declaration as Exhibit D. This e-mail was one of many emails produced in 

the Virginia action that indicates that Winograd paid for and placed the advertorial and that prior to 

publication he circulated a draft of the advertorial among his co-conspirators to get their input and 

approval. 

9. Another example is a photograph of the full page advertorial that ran in the Virginian-

Pilot on January 28, 2015, which was marked as deposition Exhibit 19. A true and correct copy of 

this photograph is attached to this Declaration as Exhibit E.  

10. Another example is photograph of more than two dozen syringes, which was marked 

as deposition Exhibit 11, that Winograd used on his personal blog on a post titled, “PETA 

Employee Exposes PETA’s Mass Killing.” A true and correct copy of this image is attached to this 

Declaration as Exhibit F. According to Winograd’s archive, the blog was originally posted on 

February 9, 2015. See http://www.nathanwinograd.com/blog/page/27/. These syringes and drugs 

were not PeTA’s and not used as Winograd alleges in his blog. 

11. Winograd produced a copy of this blog post in discovery in this matter. A true and 

correct copy of this blog, which was bates-stamped NW001229-1232, is attached to this 

Declaration as Exhibit G.  
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12. Winograd subsequently removed the photograph in Exhibit F from the blog. A true  

and correct copy of this blog post, downloaded from http://www.nathanwinograd.com/former-peta-

employee-exposes-petas-mass-killing/, is attached to this Declaration as Exhibit H.  

13. Winograd states that he has “occasionally published articles online in the Huffinton 

Post.” Winograd Decl. ¶ 4. In Respondents’ Opposition to PeTA’s Motion to Compel (“Opp’n”), 

Respondents refer to Winograded having “blogged or sought to have articles published in online 

newspapers such as the Huffington Post.” Opp’n, at 8. Characterization of the Huffington Post 

blogging platform as an “online newspaper” conflicts with Huffington Post’s own description of the 

platform. See L. Polgreen, Introducing HuffPost Opinion And HuffPost Personal, HuffPost US, Jan 

18, 2018. Huffington Post’s description of the platform as an “[o]pen platform” that gave “a 

megaphone to lots of people” in a manner similar to Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and other social 

networks, while carrying the risk of “threaten[ing], with the tsunami of false information we all face 

daily, to undermine democracy,” is attached to this Declaration as Exhibit I.   
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PETA Employee Exposes PETA’s Mass
Killing

 As media outlets across the country

highlight PETA’s killing, as millions of

animal lovers become informed of their true

agenda, as the Virginia Department of

Agriculture & Consumer Services (VDACS)

opens an inquiry into PETA’s killing, as

elected o�cials call for an investigation of

PETA, and as the Virginia Legislature

pursues a bill to stop PETA’s killing, former

PETA employees are �nally speaking out. 

In an article released today, one of those former

employees writes:

 “I know from �rst hand experience that

the PETA leadership has no problem
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lying. I was told regularly to not enter

animals into the log, or to euthanize o�

site in order to prevent animals from

even entering the building. I was told

regularly to greatly overestimate the

weight of animals whose euthanasia we

recorded in order to account for what

would have otherwise been missing ‘blue

juice’ (the chemical used to euthanize),

because that allowed us to euthanize

animals o� the books. I was told regularly

to say whatever I had to say in order to

get people to surrender animals to me,

lying was not only acceptable, it was

encouraged… Contrary to what PETA

maintains, the majority of animals it

takes in are not beyond hope, in my

experience many would be considered

highly adoptable by a shelter, the ‘better

o� dead’ line is one that is dragged out in

order to excuse what they do–and it’s a

lie.” 

You can read it here: http://bit.ly/1KGBzMx

According to the VDACS, PETA took in 1,605 cats in 2014

and killed 1,536 (a kill rate of 96%). They transferred

another 43 to shelters. If they were killed or displaced

others who were killed, that would put the cat kill rate as

high as 98%. They found homes for only 16, an adoption

rate of 1%. PETA also took in 1,021 dogs of which they

killed 788 (a kill rate of 77%). Another 209 were

transferred to other shelters. Like the cats, if they were

killed or displaced others who were killed, the dog death

rate would also be as high as 98%. Only 23 were adopted.
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the revolution marches on 

If what the former PETA sta� member says is true, even

these horri�c numbers are too low.

 The data is here: http://bit.ly/16HucHl 

Although I do not know the person who wrote the article

and have never spoken to her, I’ve spoken to several

other PETA sta� members over the last several months

and the picture they draw of the inner workings of PETA

are identical and equally chilling.

 

————–

Have a comment? Join the discussion by clicking here.
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Introducing HuffPost Opinion And
HuffPost Personal
And some news regarding our contributors platform.

By Lydia Polgreen

DAMON DAHLEN/HUFFPOST

We live in a cacophonous world. Thousands of voices shout for our attention from our 
social media timelines and TV screens. It’s hard to know what deserves our focus and what 
to tune out. At HuffPost, we believe it’s our job to bring you, our audience, the most 
thoughtful, diverse and provocative points of view from across the globe. So today we are 
launching two new sections: Opinion and Personal. 
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The new Opinion section will feature a mix of regular columnists and one-off guest writers, 
commissioned by our Opinion editors to produce smart, authentic, timely and rigorous op-
eds. Our goal is to help our audience better understand the breakneck news cycle, and 
shed light on stories that aren’t getting enough attention. We will feature these columnists’ 
bylines prominently across the site, so that you will come to recognize a set of smart, 
reliable voices you can come back to again and again.

For example, today we are featuring Carol Anderson on the Republican agenda, Tressie 
McMillan Cottom on the complex challenges of the digital age, Lauren Sandler on the 
future of women’s leadership and Jamil Smith on why Trump’s racism makes him not only 
an immoral president but also an ineffective one. We are excited to welcome our slate of 
regular columnists, which will continue to grow and evolve. 

The new Personal section will feature commissioned first-person essays by guest writers, 
as well as person-first content ― including features, Q&As and interviews written by 
HuffPost reporters ― exploring the experiences and lives of celebrities, newsmakers and 
“everyday” individuals. 

Topics will span all the panorama of our lives, especially in the realm of identity (race, 
gender, sexuality, disability, intersectionality, etc.), health and mental health, 
sex/love/relationships, family and parenting, and great stories about unique life 
experiences. Ultimately, we want to feature personal, expressive pieces that explore or 
reveal some part of the human experience and how it connects to society, culture or the 
world at large, whether they’re written by the person who experienced it or reported by a 
member of the HuffPost Personal team.

As we roll out these changes, we are ending the HuffPost contributor platform. The 
platform, which launched in May 2005, was a revolutionary idea at the time: give a 
megaphone to lots of people ― some famous, some completely unknown ― to tell their 
stories. At that time, social networks barely existed. Facebook was a nascent dating site for 
college students. Twitter had not been invented. The platforms where so many people now 
share their views, like LinkedIn, Medium and others, were far in the future. 

Looking back, it’s difficult to find a notable personality who hasn’t blogged on HuffPost at 
some point or another. Presidential candidate Barack Obama used HuffPost to address the 
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controversy around his pastor, the Rev. Jeremiah Wright. Jennifer Aniston broke the 
internet by taking on body-shamers. Even Oprah got in the mix.

But the real achievement of the platform was giving a spotlight to a huge number of people 
who weren’t previously afforded one. In a time before the ubiquity of social media, the 
HuffPost platform was a public square where Americans of all walks of life could have a 
voice on matters both political and personal. In all, more than 100,000 contributors have 
posted on the U.S. site. Unknown writers have had their work seen by millions, and out of 
that have come book deals, movie scripts, countless conversations and at least one 
marriage.

Now, there are many places where people can share and exchange ideas. Perhaps a few 
too many: One of the biggest challenges we all face, in an era where everyone has a 
platform, is figuring out whom to listen to. Open platforms that once seemed radically 
democratizing now threaten, with the tsunami of false information we all face daily, to 
undermine democracy. When everyone has a megaphone, no one can be heard. 

Our hope is that by listening carefully through all the noise, we can find the voices that 
need to be heard and elevate them for all of you.

Please pitch us your ideas! You can find more information on how to contact the new 
sections here.
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